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uno men, 
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SE CT,-1; 


The Occaſion of this Diſcourſe. 
Efore I come to the more par- 

ticular Enquiries, 1n ſhewing 

what the Sn againſt the Holy 

Ghoſt is, and the ſeveral 


Ules, which T would draw from the 
Conlideration of the Nature, and the 
Meaning of this Unpardozable Blaſ- 
phemy, and leave them upon the Aﬀe- 
ctionate Thoughts of thoſe who have 

"M not 
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not yet quitted all their future Hopes 
and Expectations ; nor deſire to do lo : 
I will ſtop a little to mention ſome of 
the Reaſons, and charitable Deſign«- 
tions and Intentions of my Publiſhing 
a Diſcourſe on this Subject. 

ſ am perſwaded ( and perhaps I 
have obſerv'd ) That there are ſome 
devout Chriſtians, who, tor want of 
a Right and True Account, and a 
full Knowledge of what this $72 is, 
have been az/couraged trom a Chriſtian 
Courſe ; or elſe have gone on heavily 
in their Devotions and Obedience ; and 
in accompliſhing ( with Sincerity ) 
thoſe few Duties to God and Man, 
which our Aſcended Saviour was 
pleas'd to leave us in Charge, when 
he went away ; Fearing that They 
have been Guilty of ths Siz: And 
therefore that all that they do, or 
ſuffer, is to no Purpoſe. 

And, tho' they truly aim at Im- 
mortality ; at a Bleſt and Joytul Re- 
{urrection ; and at the Divine Glory, 
Love and Obedience; and from an 
atteQionate and a willing Spirit, and 
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a Heart right towards God , Deſire 
nothing ſo much as to pleaſe him ; 
and to be train'd up, and fitted, 
and trimm'd and diſciplin'd for an 
Admittance to a New World of 
Bleiled Spirits; and to come away 
and ſpend a Rapturous Eternity at the 
Feet of Jeſus ; yet all this while 
are atraid, they may have. commut- 
ted this Sn. 

And this cools their Love of 
God, Hinders the Lzvelineſs and 
the Chearfulneſs of their Duties , 
and keeps them off from a Reli- 
gious Peace ; and from the Profe- 
cution of ſome Chriſtian AQions, 
which they would otherwiſe chear- 
tully Perform. 
| For their Sake therefore, 1n the 
firſt Place, . and ro invite them to 
perlevere with a Holy Conflancy and 
Joy in the Commands of their A- 
{cended Saviour, 1 will ſhew plainly 
and truly what ths Sin is. 

A Second Sort of Men there are, 
That by che Prevalency and Power 
of a Strong Temptation, have made 

B 2 ſome 
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ſome dilmal Receſſions from their 
Baptiſmal Innocence ; and are Sen- 
ſible that they have faln into a Sin, 
and have diſpleas'd their God. 

But they would quickly and hum- 
bly return to their ottended Father, 
with the Penitent Prodigal, were 
they not afraid they had been guilty 
of the Unpardonable Blaſphemy againit 
the Holy Ghoſt: And for this Rea- 
ſon they are dz{courag'd in their Re- 
pentances, and their Retury to the 
Ways of God; or at leait go on 
very heavily in them ; with no [Joy 
or Cheartulneſs, or holy Purpoles 
and Reſolutions : Which they fay, 
they would Quickly, and Thankfully 
and Szxcerely do, were they lure 
they had not been Guilty of thi Szn. 
For their ſakes alſo, will I plainly 
ſhew what *tis. 

A Third Sort I find there are, 
that have been very great Sinners ; 
Have long liv'd in a State of great 
Inconfideration, and Careleſneſs ; Pro- 
phaneneſs and Negle& of the Soul 
and Immortality. And they conclude, 
That 
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That among ſo great a Heap and 
Conjuzation of Sins, which they 
have committed, 'tis ten to one, but 
they have been guilty of zhz too: 
And therefore, "That "tis to no man- 
ner of Purpoſe to return and ſcek a 
Reconciliation with their God ; For 
their day (they think) is over: And 
it they ſhould return to the Ways 
of God, and chooſe better; and 
live the Holy Life, which is much 
the eaſier, and the ſweeter Life of 
the two, yet they ſuppoſe all's in 
Vain; They kave committed this 
Sin; and the Door of Mercy is ſhut 
againſt them: And that now they 
had e'en as good lct all run againſt 
the Rocks, and let alone the Soul, 
and take no more Care about it ; But 
take their fill of Senſuality and 
Wickedneſs, and he down in a 
State of Inconſideration and Pro- 
phanenels. 

And for the Sake of theſe alſo, 
will I plainly, truly, and clearly 
ſhew, what this Sip 1s. 


B 3 That 
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That ſo the one Sort may fee in- 
finite Cauſe to return to their offen- 
ded Father quickly : And tho? it be 
with Fear and Irembling, yet may 
do it allo, with a holy Hope, great 
Encouragements, and a Religious 
Chearfulaeſs too; provided, it be with 
a Peelent, Cntverſal, and Permanent 
Change. 

And the other Sort, Namely, the 
Perſon of a fincere Probity and SanQi- 
ty of Life, may go on in a Courſe of 
Faith and Devotion , Piety and Cha- 
rity, Divine Love and Obedience, 
with a Holy Joy and a Religrows 


Peace. 
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SECT, hk 


What the Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ts. 


Hat I may make the preſent 
Diſcourſe as Satufatory as I 


can, to every P.eader; and as V/eful 
as I can for the Deſigns and Pur- 
poſes, and Needs and Deſires, of 
every Chriſtian; That the Sinner 
may be encouraged and invited to 
retura to his God, and his own 
trueſt Intereſt, by a Speedy, a Sin- 
cere, and a Perſevering Repent ane ; 
and all may be encouraged, and en- 
deared to go on chearfully in a Re- 
Iigious Courſe, zz the Ways of Plea- 
ſantneſs, and the Paths of Peace ; 
(Prov. 3. 17.) I will plainly infift on 
theſe three Things : 


B 4 I, 


3 A Pradiical Diſcourſe of the 


]. 
Firſt, Shew what thzs Sin 1s. 


II. 


Secondly, Give a Rule how any Per- 
ſon may aſluredly know, whe- 
ther he has been Guilty of zt 
Or nOt. 


III. 


Thirdly, Shew the very great Like- 
Ithood, that you (Chriſtian Rea- 
der) have not yet been Guilty 
of this WL, 


From all which three Particulars, I 
ſhall draw three Practical Inferences, 
or Inſtances of Application. 


1. Shew, What this Sin is. 


The Sin, or Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Gho#t, was (as appears in this | 
Chapter, St. Matth. 12.) the Sin of | 
the Phariſees ; and in ſhort, "rwas ' 


this : 
T bey 
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They Blaſphem'd the Holy Gho#, 
in affirming, That thoſe Miracles which 
the Holy Jeſus wrought by the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, were done by the 
Power of the Devil : And conſe- 
quently deny 4 him who did them, tc 
be the Chris. 

And the Heinouſnels of it con- 
ſiſted in This : By theſe Miracles 
which he wrought ( by the Fowet 
of the Holy Gliot) he defign'd to 
convince them that he was the 
Mefhas ; And would by this Light, 
maniteſt to them plainly, that he 
acted by the Power of the Hoy 
Spirit of God : He charitably de- 
ligned thoſe very Miracles which 
they reproachfully imputed to the 
Devil, to be a convincing Teſti- 
mony from 20d, that he muſt be 
the Mefſias, the Chriit, the Saviour 
of the World. 

No ; they would not be perſwa- 
ded ; would not come 1n to his Faith, 
and his Love, and his Obedience : 
but would wilfully reſiſt and oppoſe 
the Power of his Doctrine, and his 
Miracles ; 
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Miracles ; The convincing Light of 
which, plainly and clearly mant- 
teſted, that he acted by the Power 
of God. 

And rather than they would ac- 
knowledge them to be done by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, they affirm'd, 
That he did them, by the Power of 
the Devil, v. 24. 

Upon this, Chritt to convince 
them, 1s pleaſed to tel] them, That 
the Miracle of Caſting out Devils 
(which he had wrought jult before) 
could not be done by the Power of 
the Devil; For a Kyingdom divided 
againſt its ſelf could not ſtand, v. 25. 
And therefore 'twas not likely that 
Satan ſhould caſt out Satan: And if 
Satan could not, or would not caſt 
out Satan, then ſurely it muſt be by 
the Power of the Holy Spirit of God, 
that he caſt out Devils, and wrought 
Miracles. 

And it ſo, how could they chooſe, 
when they ſaw the Miracles that he 
did, but be convinc'd that he ated 
by the Power cf God * And confſe- 
quently, 


Sin againſt the Holy Gboſt. [1 


quently, how could they Refiit and 
Oppoſe, Deny and Diſown him to 
be the Chrift, the Meſhas, the Sa- 
viour of the World. 

*T was all as one : They would 
not be convinced by the holy Do- 
Qrines which he Taught, by the 
Miracles that he wrought, and Won- 
ders that he did : And rather thaa 
believe on him, and become Wile 
and Happy, they obſtinately affirm'd, 
That what he did by the Finger of 
God, and the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
was done by the Power of the accurſea 
Spirits of Darkneſs. 

Now, this was not only a Great 
Blaſphemy indeed againſt the Holy 
Gho# ; But, "twas a wailfull ſhur- 
ting their Eyes againſt the Light : 
Againſt the Light (I fay it again) 
of that Doctrine, and thoſe Mira- 
cles, which were done on Purpole 
to Convince them that he was the 
Chrift ; whom notwithſtanding they 
Deny'd and Diſown'd, Refſiſted and 
Oppos'd. 


Upon 
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Upon this, Chriſt tells them, That 
it they continued i in this Blaſphemy, 
and re obſtinately go on, to im- 
putec thole Miracles, to the Devil, 
which were done by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and would not be 
Convinced and. come in, and Re- 
ceive and Bclieve on the Lord of 
Glory, but deny and oppoſe him, 
and maliciouſly and with a wiltul 
Blindneſs, hold out againft the vi- 
ſible Work of God ; That 74s mult 
needs be to them that continue 1n it, 
w17Paraona'le. 

And well indeed might it be un- 
pardonable, when the Apoltle fays, 
Act. 4. 12. T heiore is none other Name 
#nder Heaven given among men wheye- 
by we muſt be {aved, That his Name 
and Perſon ;, His Revelation, and his 
Love ; His Meſſage, and his Deſeens ; 
His Dodrize, and iis Miracles, ſhould 
be Denied and Diſownea , Oppoſed 
and Rejefed, and their Eyes ob- 
{tioately ſhut againſt all the convin- 
cing Arguments of his Doctrine and 
his Miracles, that he was the Saviour 
of the World. But 
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But here may be one Material, and 
Important Queſtion ask'd. 

How comes it to paſs, that *'tis 
ſaid, 1n the Text, Whoſoever ſpeaketh 
againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall te 
forerven him, But whoſoever ſpeaketh 
aeatnſt the Holy Ghoſt, it [ball not be 
forgiven : How comes 1t to pals that 
the Speaking againlt Chr:f, ſhould be 
more Pardonable, than the Speaking 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt 7 

'To this, I Anſwer. 

To ſpeak againſt the Son of Man, 
z.e. againſt Chriſt, only before he 
was maniteſted to be the Meſſas, by 
the holy Spirit of God, and the con- 
vincing Miracles which he did : "This 
might be a $72 of Ignorance, and there- 
tore Pardenable upon a general Re- 
pentaxce. 

But to ſpeak againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
z.e. tO refilt the holy Spirit of God, 
which maniteſtly appear'd in the Mi- 
racles which Chriſt wrought on Pur- 
pole to convince them, this could be 
no excuſable Ignorance ; but mult be a 
willful Blindneſs. Nay, to impute 
them 
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them to the Devil, on Purpoſe, be- 
cauſe they would not be convinc'd by 
them, to come 1n to Chriſt, and re- 
ceive and own him : Surely, ſuch 
an Oppoſition and Reſiſtance ; ſuch 
2 contradicting and croffing his gra- 
cious Ends, and merciful Deſignations 
ro them, could be no other than an 
obſtinate, willful Blindneſs, and a ſhut- 
ting their Eyes againſt the Light : 
And therefore (if continu'd in) could 
not but be Unparaoneble. 

And that's the Difference between 
ſpeaking barely againſt the Son of 
Man, before he was manifeſted to be 
{o, by Miracles, and by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and the Speaking 
apainſt him, after he was manifeſted 
to be fo, by Miracles, and by the 
Power of the Holy Ghott. 

The one ( as I ſaid ) might be a 
pardonabie Ignorance ; But the other 
mult be an inexcuſable willful Blind- 
nels. 
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&-C IT #66 
The Blaſphemy of the Phariſees, 


Unpardonable no longer than 
wilfully and Impenitently con- 


tinued in. 


UT now conſider, Chriſtian ; 

neither was the Blaſphemy of 

the Phariſees an unpardonable Sin, any 

longer than *twas wilfully and impeni- 
tently continued 1n, 

This I prove from their very 
Caſc here, who were guilty of this 
S1n. 

None could deny our Lord more, 
or oppole him more than his very Cru- 
cifiers : yet even of them his very 
words are to God; Father, forgive 
them, That is, Deny them not the 
means of Forgiveneſs, which is Re- 
pentance : and deny them not For- 
giveneſs, if they ſhall Return and 

Re- 
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Repent. And no doubt Chriſt was 
heard, 1n all that he pray'd for. 

So that even they that at firſt re- 
ſifted and oppoſed Chriſt, if after- 
wards they recciv'd and acknowledg'd 
him, by the convincing Conſidera- 
tions of his Doctrine and his Miracles ; 
and with a ſincere and humble Con» 
tormity ot Heart and Lite, to his 
Faith and Doctrine, laid hold on 
God's Mercy in Chriſt ; even to theſe, 
Pardon and Remiſſion is not deny'd 
by the Golpel. 

Something of an Example of this, 
we _— in St. Petey, 1n that ſhame- 
ful, and wretched, and diſmal fall of 
his, 11 aexy:mg our Saviour, Here 
was no Ignorance ; tor he knew .him, 
and own'd lum to be the Meſſtas, or 
the Chriit. 

But yet being prevaild upon by 
a ſudden Fear; He deny'd ew: 
and not only deny'd the Lord that 
bought him, three Times, but {wore 
him away too, St. Matt. 26. 74. 

Here was a diſowning and denying 

of him indeed ; and That too, after 
he 
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he had been convinced, that he was 
the Mefſhas, by the Power and Influ- 
cence of the Holy Ghoſt ; and had up- 
on That, receiv'd him, and acknow- 
ledg'd him ; and own'd him : A De- 
nial of them therefore, againſt his 
own Light, Knowledge and Convi- 
(Hon, 

And what, (you'll ſay) was not this 
a SIN againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? 

To this I Anſwer : 

Had he obſtinately perſiſted 1a it ; 
wiltully continued in it ; and liv'd 
and dy'd 1n it; it had been the Sz 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

But in St. Peter's Caſe, there are 
always three Things very Conſide- 
rable. 

Firſt, "Twas by « ſudden Fear, (a 
ſudden Surprize of That Paſſion) that 
he fel]. 

Secondly, The Quickneſs and Bitter- 
neſs of his Repentance. His Maſter 
look'd about upon him, and He con- 
{ſidered what he had done ; and re-_ 
call'd himſelt, and went out and wept 
Bitterly. 
C Thirdly, 


18 A Practical Diſcourſe of the 


Thirdly, What was moſt conſiderable; 
The truth of his Repentance, appear a 
by the Truth, ana Perſeverance of his 
Reformation : For, no Fears could at- 
terward any more prevail upon him; 
For he had the Courage to die for him, 
whom he had before deny'd. 

Thele were three Things that were 
infinitely Conliderable; And here 
( Dear Chriſtian) give me leave to 
ſtop a little, to bring them home to 


your own Caſe, even yours in parti- 
cular. 


Perhaps, with St. Peter, thou haſt 
faln; and faln too, Kyowirg!y -and 
Wittingly ; againlt Kyowledge, Light 
and Conviftion : If fo, Conſider what 
he did, and go, do thou likewile ; 
and, like him, do it Quickly, Sincerely 
and Perſeveringly, and you {ſhall not 
fail of Mercy. 

Perhaps a ſudden Fear, or a {udden 

Paſſion, or a ſudden Surprize has be- 
_ trayd thee to a Sin : Nay, perhaps 
thas not only been ſudden, but delz- 
berate; with open Eyes, and a full 
Conſent of the Will : as 
CI1OU 
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thou as he did : Return to thy offen- 
ded Saviour with Pcenitential Sorrows ; 
By Faith lay hold on God's Mercies 
in him ; Shew him the T-uth of hy 
Repentance, by the Sincerity of thy 
Reformation ; Crowr ' 1 Per fect oy 
Rep2ntance, by /- xg to obta: x the 
Contrary Virtue , Living 'n it : 
Bur withall, do it /c>&ly as ne did, 
and perſevere ſincere:y £0 3 and doubt 
not of the Mercics of Eternity. 

He aid it Quickly ; He did not ſtay 
till his Death-bed fGll'd him with va- 
riety of Diſtractions, Pains and Ago- 
nies, and unfitted him for it : He did 
not {tay till the worſt of his days, 
thoſe which lay upon his hands and 
were good for Nothing : He did not 
keep thoſe for God, which he knew 
not what to do with himſelf; but He 
did it Quickly, 

He did it Szxcerely, next : As ap- 
peared by the Shower of Peniten- 
tial Tears; which could not have 
dropt ſo ſoon, had he not been in 
good Earneſt with his deareſt Lord ; 
and had they not proceeded from a 

C 2 heart 


13 A Pradiical Diſcourſe of the 


Thirdly, What was moſt conſiderable; 
The truth of his Repentance, appear'd 
by the Truth, and Perſeverance of his 
Reformation : For, no Fears could at- 
terward any more prevail upon him ; 
For he had the Courage to die for him, 
whom he had before deny'd. 

Thele were three Things that were 
infinitely Conſiderable; And here 
( Dear Chriſtian) give me leave to 
ſtop a little, to bring them home to 
your own Caſe, even yours in parti- 
cular. 


Perhaps, with St. Peter, thou haſt 
faln; and faln too, Kyowirg!y -and 
Wittmgly ; againſt Kyowledge, Light 
and Conviftion : If ſo, Conſider what 
he did, and go, do thou likewiſe ; 
and, like him, do it Quickly, Sincerely 
and Perſeveringly, and you ſhall not 
fail of Mercy. 

Perhaps a ſudden Fear, or a ſudden 

Paſſion, ora ſudden Surprize has be- 
_ trayd thee to a Sin : Nay, perhaps 
thas not only been ſudden, but delz- 
berate; with open Eyes, and a full 
Conſent of the Will : OWN; 
TnOou 
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thou as he did : Return to thy offen- 
ded Saviour with Penitential Sorrows :; 
By Faith lay hold on God's Mercies 
in him ; Shew him the Truth of thy 
Repentance, by the Sincerity of thy 
Reformation ; Crown 214 Perfect thy 
Rep2atance, by [cr bes to obta:n the 
Contrary Virtue , . Living #n ut - 
But withall, do it 9c&ty as he did, 
and perſevere ſincere!y coo; anddoubt 
not of the Mercies of Eternity. 

He aid it Quickly ; He did not ſtay 
till his Death-bed GP's him with va- 
riety of Diſtrations, Pains and Ago- 
nies, and unfitted him for it : He did 
not ſtay till the worſt of his days, 
thoſe which lay upon his hands and 
were good for Nothing : He did not 
keep thoſe for God, which he knew 
not what to do with himſelf ; but He 
did it Quickly, 

He did it Szxcerely, next : As ap» 
peared by the Shower of Peniten- 
tial Tears; which could not have 
dropt ſo ſoon, had he not been in 
good Earneſt with his deareſt Lord ; 
and had they not proceeded from a 

C 2 heart 


20 A Prattical Diſcourſe of the 


heart ſwollen equally with Griet and 
Love. And, 

Laſt of all he did it Perſevertinply ; 
And in this Reſpect, go and do thou 
likewiſe : Shew him thy Love 1n the 
ſincere Permaxency of thy Retorma- 
tion as he did : who having thrice 
following, deny'd him, did 1n a little 
time after ſay to him thrice follow- 
ing theſe AﬀeCctionate words (and 
made them good too) Lord, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee, St. Joh. 21. 
I$, 16, 17. 

Haſt thou faln? Why, oh why wilt 
thou for any Hopes or Expettations ; 
Any Fears'or Deſires, any Delights or 
Advantages, continue a day longer 1n 
thy Sin ? 

Do but look yonder in a holy Me- 
ditation,to that Lovely Futurity which 
ſo many wiſe Men have been content 
to live, and content to die for ; and 
thea {ce if you can be the Perſon, that 
can think fir to venture ſo much for 
lo little ? 

Look, in a quick and a piercing 
Thought, Look yonder, to what = 

AS 
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has not ſeen,nor ear heard,nor the Heart 
of man conceiv'd ; and think then whe- 
ther a wiſe Man ſhould be able to find 
it in his Heart, to venture all this for 
ſome unſatisfaQtory and diſhonourable 
Intquity. 

Once more do but raiſe your Medi- 
tations (Dear Chriſtian) to the lovely 
Regions of beatified Spirits ; Regions 
which coſt thy Saviour an Agony and 
a Bloody Sweat, a Crucibxion and 
Death it's ſelf, to purchace you the 
Hopeful Poſſibility ofthem; and then 
ſee in That Thought if you can alway 
be content they ſhould coſt you No- 
thing? Nothing of Penitential Sor- 
rows; Nothing of the Pains of S$ub- 
duing a Temptation ; Nothing of the 
Selt-demial of being without the Plea- 
{ures of a Sin ; Nothing of the Dili- 
gence, and Watchfulncſs, and Care, of 
a Reformed State ? 

Come then, O come, my Soul, 
ſay, Seeing our Caf: is yet Hope- 
ful, at leaft not Deſperate, let us 
from this moment be content , that 
one ſhort Lite {hould coſt us as much 
K-43 As 
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as th 3 to, till al] be over and 
ended, 11) we are conſign'd to our 
New, 214 unknown,and eternal'State, 
and Condition. 

3 E © TT. iv. 


How any Perſon may aſſur edly 
know, whether he has been 


Guilty of the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Aving ſeen what the Sin againit 
the Holy Ghof#t is ; That 15, 


what it was in the Phariſees : 1 ſhall 
Preſcntly ſhew what it is, in them 
who have been baptized, and have 
been Believers. 

But betore I come to That, I will 
itop a little; to ſhew how any Per- 
lon may aſluredly Judge, whether he 


bave committed this dongle Sins 
or not. 


Now 
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Now, That no Man may miſtake, 
or, be at a loſs in This, and dwell 
in the uncomfortable State of Irre- 
ſolution and uncertainty, take 'This 
Rule : 


"Tis certain, no Man commits a Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if he be afraid 
he hath, and deſires he had not. 


And the Reaſon of it 1s this ; Be- 
cauſe ſuch Penitential Paſſions, De- 
ſires and Aﬀections are againſt the 
very Definition, or Nature of 7hzs 
O17. 

For, where-ever theſe are found ; 
Theſe, Humble, Holy Fears to of- 
tend God, and Deſires to Pleaſe him ; 
theſe Penitential Paſſions and Afﬀe- 
ctions ; There has not yer an! can- 
not have been, a Witting, a Willing, 
a Malicious and total Apoſtaſie, or 
talling off from the Faith of Chriſt, 
and the Goſpel. 

And yet ſuch an Apoſtacy, or 
Falling off *tis ; ſuch an Oppoſition 
and Denial of our Saviour *t1is, that 

"ho -& makes 
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makes it the Unpardonable Sin ; to 
one that 15, or has been a Be- 
lever. 


1, It mult be Aowizgty, and not 
of Ignorance. 

2, It mult be a Willing Apoſtacy, 
or Denial; and. not of Force, 
or Compulſion, 

3. It muſt be Malutons; and not 
of Infarmity. 

4. It nuſt be a zoal Falling of; 

and not ſome particular Sin : 


| It muſt be all Theſe to make up 
the full Mcaſure of the Unpardonable 
$17. 

So that as I before ſaid, all Peni- 
tential Paſſions and Aﬀections; All 
your Doubts and Fears leſt you ſhould 
have been guilty of it, and your De- 

— fires that you had not; are againſt 
the very Nature of ths Sin. 

Theſe Things (as I ſhall hereafter 
ſhew) are infinite Incouragements to 
the Poor, Humble, Faithfal Penitent ; 
to go on, carneltly, and cheartully, 

a0 
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and with Great Reſolutions in his 
Repentances ; And 1n all his Faith- 
ful and AﬀeQtionate Delires to fit 
himfelf for the Merits and Satisfa- 
tion of his Saviour. 

And with all, they are an infinite 
1ncouragement to the Devout, yet 
humble Chriſtian, ro go on with a 
great joy, even 10 the midit of his 
Fears and Tremblings; To perſevere 
4 little longer, (till his Day of Pro» 
bation be once over) in al the Parts 
and Inſtances, and Dutics of a holy 
Life ; In the Conſcientious Perfor- 
mance of Theſe few Commands 
which our Aſcended Saviour was 
pleaſed to leave us in Charge, when 
he went away. 

Come then, (Dear Chriſtian) A- 
riſe, and go on Quickly and Perſe- 
veringly in thy Penitential Reſolu- 
tions; and in thy Faithful Defires 
and Purpoſes, to Dh thy pollu- 
ted Soul by the Waters of Repen- 
tance cl to fit it for the Healing 
Blood of thy Saviour. 


Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, Thou haſt faln from thy 
Baptiſmal Innocence, by ſome Known 
Sin ; and with Grzef and Love, you 
do eaſily remember ſome diſmal In- 
ſtances of Ingratitude and Diſobe- 
dience to your Maſter; But yet 
whilit you own there 15 Salvation 
iz none other , and can allow your ſelf 
in no one Inſtance of that Diſobe- 
dience ; but acfire nothing more than 
to reconcile him to you, by the Ways 
and Methods of his own Appoint- 
ment : Why, Conſider, though you 
have been a Sinner, you have been 
no Apoſtate; you have neither faln 
of from him, nor diſowned,- or op- 
pos'd the Faith of your Saviour, and 
his holy Religion. 

And till this be done; Till thou 
Knowingly, Willingly, Maliciouſly and 
Totally falleit oft from him, op- 
poleſt and denieſt him ; thou haſt 
not filled up the Full Meaſure of This 
Unpardonable Blaſphemy. 

How true, and how great an In- 
couragement this {hould be to the 
Quickneſs, the Sincerity, and the Per- 


manency 
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manency of thy Repentance; and thy 
Return to him, and the Peace and 
Eaſe, and Serenity, and Delicacies 
of a Holy Life, youll ſee pre- 
ſently. 


-Þ The great Likelihood that you 


( Chriſtian Reader ) hawe not 


yet been Guilty of this Sin. 


Y the Tryal of your Sclf (Dear 
Chriſtian ) wh the foregoing 
Rule, youll be able to make a Right 
Judgment of your State, in this Par- 
ticular; and will find great Likes 
that you have not yet drawn upon 
your Self the Guile of the Unparao- 
aable Blaſphemy. 

And it not; what Infhnite Encou- 


ragement have you, (even you in Par- 
ticular, whatever others intend to 


do) 


28 A Practical Diſcourſe of the 


do) to go on, in a Chearful Probity 
and Santtity of Life; a chearful 
Love and Obedience to your deareſt 
Maſter. 

And what infinite Encouragement 
has the Sinner to become a Peni- 
tent ? Provided he do it Seaſonably 
and Quickly , Sincerely and with Per- 
ſeverance. 

What infinite Encouragement has 
the Poor, Humble, Trembling, Doubt- 
#ng Chriſtian, ro take cheartully upon 
him henceforward the Eafje Yoke, 
and Light Burden of his Saviour ; 
In the Faithful Diſcharge of theſe 
tew Commands and Duties, to our 
God, our delves, and Nerghbours, 
which he was pleas'd to Leave 
with us. 

And for him who has ſincerely 
begun for Heaven and Immorta- 
lity; for a bleſſed and a joyful Re- 
ſurrectiion : How great an Incou- 
ragement 15 1t to continue to be 
all that's Holy, Juſt, and Gooa ; 
a little longer, till his day be 0- 
ver; and he be called to lay aſide 
his 
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his Bulineſs here, and come away 
to a New, and a Better World, 

To think, and to be aſſured that 
you have not yet been guilty of 
the Unpardonable Sin : But may 
yet, it you perſevere (through the 
Merits of your Saviour) fill one 
of the vacant Seats of the faln 
Angels. 

1hat you, even you too, may 
yet, (it you perſevere) be one of 
thoſe Beatified Spirits that ſhall paſs 
away with him 1n a rapturous and 
a pleaſurable Eternity. 

That you, even you too, are not 
yet ſo far gone; but may, if you 
pleaſe, (through the Divine Grace ; 
always ready for thoſe that beg, 
and thoſe that w/e it) be one of 
thoſe Souls that may Cauſe joy in 
Heaven, by a quick and a 7 tag 
ring; and a ſincere Return to the 
Commands and Laws, the Faith and 
Love of your Crucify*d Maſter, 

For, do but give me Leave to Exa- 
mine your Caſe, as to this Sin, a lit- 
tle further. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps you have been a Sinner, 
in ſome diſmal Degrees and In- 
ttances. 

And this, even This, has been infi- 
nitely unkind and ungrateful ; to have 
been ſo,towards a Tender Father, and 
a Compaſſionate Redeemer : This, 
even This has been diſmal; to Af- 
front and Abuſe ſo much Goodneſs ; 
and to hazard thy own Future Hopes 
and Expectations, by any known 
Actual Sin; and much more by any 
Habitnal one. 

But come Chrittian, Though thys 
be ſad and diſmal, can you have a 
better Encouragement quickly to Re- 
turn , than Ihis: That you have 
not been guilty of the Unpardona- 
ble Stn. 

Oh come, let this melt Thee into 
Love, and endear Thee to Obedtence. 
Let I his melt Thee into Penitential 
Tears ; Tears of Grief,as well as Tears 
of Love; Tears of Hope, and Tears 
ot Joy too, as well as Tears of Re- 
pentance ; That this Sin and Blaſphe- 
my 1s not chargeable upon Thee. 
For, 
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For, do but Examine, 

Haft thou Blaſphem'd the Holy Ghoſt 
in Saying ever, That the Miracles 
which thy Saviour did by the Power 
of the Holy Ghoit, were done . by the 
Devil? Didſt thou ever make Uſe 
of This as an Argument againſt the 
Believing Teſus, and his Goſpel * 
Diaſt thou ever Reſiit and Deny him, 
and his Holy Laws and Dottrines ; 
and make Uſe of This as an Argu- 
meant to Reſit and Deny him? No, 
This you cannot charge upon your 
Self. 

And if ſo; Then, as I ſaid, you 
cannot chuſe, but with Tears of 
Hopes and Joys, and Grief and Love, 
Return to him quickly by Repen- 
tance ; and Perlevere and Hold on 
In a New and a Better Obedi- 
ence z Seeing there is, upon Theſe 
Terms, Hopes for 'Thee, even Thee 
£00. 

To Examine a little further; 

Hait thou been guilty of an Utter 
Willful, and Spiteful rejefting of the 
Goſpel of Salvation,by the Holy Jeſus ? 
Hatft 
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Haſt thou been guilty of This, 
notwithſtanding that in thy Con- 
{ctence thou wert convinced, that 
Tetus is the Chrilt, and that Faith 
and Holineſs, is the Way to be Sa- 
ved ? 

Haſt thou been guilty of an ad- 
viſed and abſolute talling away trom 
the Profeſſion of the Faith of Chriſt, 
ſo far, that againit former Know- 
ledge and Conſcience thou doſt ma- 
liciouſly Oppole and Blaſpheme the 
Holy Spirit of God in the Word, 
and in the Ordinances of the Go- 

| ſpel * 
| Hait thou ſo far rejefed, reſiſted, 
and utterly quenched all the Perſwa- 
ſions and Motions of the Spirit of 
God, working formerly upon your 
Heart and AﬀeCtions, as, out of 
hatred to Chriſt, to Oppoſe and Deny 
and D:/owz him and his DoCtrines ? 
Or fo tar, as thus to Crucifie to 
your felt afreſh the Son of God ; 
and by diſowning him, to put him 
to open Shame. (Heb. 6. 6.) Treadivg 
unaer foot the Son of God, and counting 

the 
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' the Blood of the Covenant wherewith 
you were ſanttified, an unholy Thing ; 
or Thus done deſpite to the Spirit of 
Grace ? 

Then indeed (hadſt thou alſo zo- 
tally and finally continued in this 
State, and livd and dy'd in it) 
had{t thou been Guilty of this Vs- 
pardonable Sin. 

Which Sin (by the way) is alſo 
called the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and becomes Unpardonable, becauſe 
'tis againſt the Office of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and againſt the Gracious 
Operations of the Holy Spirit ; whoſe 
Buſineſs and Office *'tis to perſwade 
us to receive Chriſt crucified, and 
the Faith and Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel. 

Well; Though thou haſt then 
been a Sinner, and urnkindly Grie- 
ved the Holy Spirit of Love; yet 
thou haſt been no Apoſltate : That 
is, Thou haſt yet been Guilty of 
no Willing, Malicious, Tetal Falling 
off from Chriſt, and the Faith and 
DoQtrine of the Goſpel, tendred to 
D thee 
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thee by the Holy Ghoſt, and apainſt 
the Light and Convictions of That 
Sacred Spirit ; thou haſt not yet dered 
him, and by a willful Blindneſs oppos d 
him too. 

It things are thus with Thee, 
( Sinner) as I verily believe they 
are; Come, be io far Comforted, 
as chearfnlly, but yet Quickly and 
Siverely, to return to thy offended 
God and Saviour; and do not fiay 
in the Confines of Deſperation any 
 Fonger than you Dwell in your 
Surv. 
Nay, for thy Conſolation and En- 
couragement in thy Speedy Rc- 
tura to- thy offended Father, in 
the Faith and Name of Jeſus, I 
have This further to add concer- 
ning the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Gho# ; 

That the Sz it felf is only upon 
this Account Unperdonable, becauſe 
it hath a firaly Tmpenitent Tem- 
per joyn'd with it : For otherwiſe 
were it poſſible that ſuch a Sinrer, 
thould Repent (by a Sincere and 
Per ſe- 
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Perſevering Repentance) there would 
be no doubt of his Pardon. 

Even the Blaſphemer of the Holy 
Spirit himſelf, Repenting, Retur- 
ning, Believing, Laying hold on the 
Mercies of God in the Lord Jeſus, 
and Coming in to his Faith, and 
Love and Obedience, ſhall have 
Mercy. 

Here ſtop a little (Dear Chriſtian) 
and be perſwaded to Conſider the 
great Cauſe you have to Reſolve pre- 
ſently, and intirely to caſt off the Sin 
that does ſo eaſily beſet you ; and to 
chooſe Wiſer and Better, and to Re- 
turn to the Ways of your Maſter, 
with Speed, and Care, and Conſola- 
tion too : Do it Quickly, and Sixcerely, 
and I do aſſure you, your Caſe is not 
vet Deſperate. 

Oh that This Conſideration might 
wnelt thee once more into Tears of 
Grief, and Love and Joy too ; Tears 
of Hope and Peniteatial Tears. And 
how can it chooſe but do ſo; That 
there ſhould be Balm in G/ead for 
thee, even Thee too : And that for 

D 2 Thee, 
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thee by the Holy Ghoſt, and againſt 
the Light and Convictions of That 
Sacred Spirit ; thou haſt not yet aderzed 
him, and by a willful Blindneſs oppos a 
him too. 


If things are thus with Thee, 


( Sinner) as I verily believe they 
are; Come, be ſo far Comforted, 
as chearfnlly, but yet Quickly and 
Siverely, to retura to thy offended 
God and Saviour; and do not fiay 
in the Confines of Deſperation any 
fonger than you Dwell in your 
SIN. 

Nay, for thy Conſolation and En- 
couragement in thy Speedy Rc- 
tura to - thy offended Father, in 
the Faith and Name of Jeſus, I 
have This further to add concer- 


ning the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Gho#t ; 


That the Sz it felf is only upon 


this Account Unpardonable, becauſe | 


it hath a firally Tmpenitent Tem- 
per joyn'd with it : For otherwiſe 
were it poſſible that ſuch a Sinrer, 
thould Repent (by a Sincere and 

Per ſe- 
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Perſevering Repentance) there would 
be no doubt of his Pardon. 

Even the Blaſphemer of the Holy 
Spirit himſelf, Repenting, Retur- 
ning, Believing, Laying hold on the 
Mercies of God in the Lord Jeſus, 
and Coming in to his Faith, and 
Love and Obedience, ſhall have 
Mercy. 

Here ſtop a little (Dear Chriſtian) 
and be perſwaded to Conlider the 
great Cauſe you have to Reſolve pre- 
ſently, and intirely to caſt off the Sin 
that does ſo eaſily beſet you ; and to 
chooſe Wiſer and Better, and to Re- 
turn to the Ways of your Maſter, 
with Speed, and Care, and Conſola- 
tion too : Do it Quickly, and Sixcerely, 
and I do aſlure you, your Caſe is not 
vet Deſperate. 

Oh that This Conſideration might 
wnelt thee once more into Tears of 
Grief, and Love and Joy too ; Tears 
of Hope and Peniteatial Tears. And 
how can it chooſe but do ſo ; That 
there ſhould be Balm in G/ead for 
thee, even Thee too : And that for 
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Thee, there ſhould be a Phyſician 


there. 

Let this make 1t an evil and a Bitter 
Thing to thee, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
Jer. 2.19. That thou haſt forſaken the 
Lora. 

Ewil ana Bitter let it appear to 
thee, That thou haſt held out in any 
Known Sin, againſt ſo much Ten- 
derncſs and Compaſſhon, Love and 
Pity, Long-ſuttering and Forbearance, 
which St. Par! ſays an Ingenuous 
Temper would have made another 
ule of, Rom. 2. 4. 

Evil and Bitter let 1t appear to thee, 
That thou haſt held out in any Dar- 
ling Vice, ſo long, againſt ſo many 
Gracious Calls, and Invitations, and 
Wooings of Thee to be Wiſe and 


Happy. 
Evil and Bitter let it appear to 


thee, That thou haſt held out ſo 
long, and taken little, or no No- 
tice of the Dying Words of a cru- 
cited Maſter ; but haſt diſ-regarded 
what he lett thee in Charge when he 


Went away. M 
Evul 
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Evil and Bitter, it muſt needs ap- 
pear to thee, to have Held out fo 
Long, againſt the Calls and Invita- 
tions of Agonizing Love, Speaking 
to thee meltingly, and Saying , F; 
ye Love me, keep my Commandments. 

Come (Dear Chriſtian) after ſach 
a Thought as This, Try if thou 
can'it find it in thy Heart to Return 
to Afﬀront him again, as bad as ever, 
by any Xnown S1n. 

Try if 1n this Thought, you can 
g0 on, and ſtill find it 1n your Heart, 
to Aﬀfront him as much as ever, by 
the voluntary Omiſhon of any Known 
neceſſary Duty. 

And then preſently in a Holy Me- 
ditation look up to him, with Re» 
vereniial Love, where he 1s now 
Preparing a Place for you, (it you 
will) and fay to him, with aa afte- 
ctionate Humility, 

Bleſſed Jeſu ! Long haſt thou ſtaid 
for me, and not given me up to a 
Reprobate Spirit ; but thou ſhalt ſtay 
no longer : Thou haſt long look'd for 
me, and not given me up to a Spirit 

D 3 of 
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of Deſperation ; but thou ſhalt look 


for me no lonper. 

T can hold out no longer, I will 
hold out no longer, againſt ſo much 
Love and Mercy ; So nvich Patience 
and Forbearance; So much Long- 
ſuffering and Goodneſs. 

F will, I can hold out no longer : 
Let the Sin promiſe what it will, 


} will Hold out no longer againſt 
thee. 


Let the Duty colt what it will, I 
can hold out no longer apainſt the 
endearing Calls and Intreaties of 
Bleeding, Groaning, Agonizing, Dying 
Love. No, I cannot. 

But ſeeing I have this Comfort, 
that I have not Blaſphemed thy Spirit, 
or denied Thee; and have fo great 
Cauſe to Hope, That I have not Com- 
mitted the Unpardonable Sin; I am 
infinitely encouraged to come, and to 
come joyfully todo Thy Will: And I 
will come Quickly, for I know the 
Night comes, when none can work, 


S-E-CT. 
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SECT, VE 


The firſt P raGlical Inference, or 
Inſtance of Application ; from 
the Conſideration of the Nature 
and Meaning of the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt : Viz. That 'tis 
Matter of great Encouragement 
for the Faithful Penitent to go 
on very Comfortably, but yet 
very Sincerely in his Repen- 
tances. 


_ 


Aving thus finiſh'd my Three 

firſt Heads of Diſcourl:, and 
ſhewn plainly what th# Siz 1s, and 
How we may aſluredly know whe- 
ther we have committed it or not; and 
ſhown withall the great Likelihood 
That no Chrittian Reader has : 
I now come to a tew Interences, 
or Ules. 


D 4 Infe- 
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Inferences which I would leave» 
not only upon the Underſtandings, 
but upon the Memory ; And not 
only upon the Memory, but upon the 
Heart and Aﬀections, the Lite and 
Actions of Every Reader. 

That the Great Sinner may not 
Deſpair of the Divine Mercy. 
That the faithful Penitent may be 
encouraged to go on, and with Com- 
fort perfcct his Repentances. 

That no Man may Preſume 10 
continue 10 any Known Sin : And, 
That. the Poor, Humble, Doubting, 
but Devour Chriſtian , may be en- 
couraged to go on, with a Holy 
Joy, in a Lite of Faith and " cad 
tion ; Picty and Charity; Watch- 
fulneſs and Care; Probity and San- 
Etity ; Scli-denial and Purity ; Love 
and Fl tory a little longer, till 
his ſhorc Day be over, and all be 
well with him, and he finds him- 
ſelf admitted to the New Glories of 
a better World. 
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1. Practical Inference, 


From the Conſideration of what has 
been ſaid of the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt; Here firſt Reſults Matter of 
Encouragement for the Faithful Pent- 
tent to po on very Comfortably, but 
yet wery Sincerely too in his Repexn- 
FAaXces. 

Thou haſt faln, perhaps, from thy 
Baptiſmal Innocence, and Aftronted 
and Diſobey'd a Tender Father ; un- 
gratefully and unkindly abus'd all 
the Endearments of a Compaſſionate 
Redeemer, who was pleaſed to Die 
for you before you knew you nee- 
ded him; and have prievd the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were ſeal'd to the Day of Redemptiony 
Eph. 4. 30. 

That you have done This, may be 
a {ad and a diſmal Truth. 

But perhaps too, you are extream- 
ly Senſible that you have choſen 
amiſs, and Reſolve to return and to 
chooſe Better and Wiſer ; and "_- 

| nc 
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the Prodigal, (St. Luke 13.) to ari/e 
and go to your Father, and ſay, Fa- 
ther, I have ſinned again Heaven, 
and before T hee, 4X4 478 NO mMOYe WON - 
thy to be call'd thy Son, make me 4s 
one of thy Servants. 

It may be, you find it to be a 
great 'Iruth, what the Wiſe King 
tells you, ( Prov. 3. 17.) That the 
ways of Religions Wiſdom , are ways 
of Pleaſantweſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace : And it may be too, you 
have found what the Prophet ſays, 
ro bc as great a Truth. 

A Truth ; Iſai. 57. laſt. There is 
mo Peace to the Wickea, And finding 
all this to be true, by your own 
Expcrience; you have been often 
thinking, and are now Reſolvad to 
return to the Ways of God, and a 
vertuous Courſe; and to be Wiſe 
and Happy. 

Why, it this be ſo Speedy and 
Sincere, and Perſevering, as that you 
hind your Selt to be in Good earnes! 
with God and your Soul; here 1s 
then Matter of infinite Incourage- 
ment, 
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ment, for you to go on, with a 
holy Joy, and a very Great Chear- 


fulneſs, That your Labour is not 
like to be 1n vain, in as much as 


the Unpardonable Sin has yet been 
none of yours. 

The Arms of your Saviour, that 
were once f{tretcht out upon the 
Croſs, to the very Poſture of Im- 
bracing, are open to receive you 
too, even you : Only be {ure of 
This, That your Retura afd your 
Change be Preſent, Permanent and 
Univerſal, And then the very Blaſ- 
phemer himſelf 1s not excepted : He 
allo, it he thus go, may caule Joy 
in Heaven among the Beatiftied Spi- 
rits of the Upper World. 

You, even you 1n particular, (Dear 
Chriſtian) that but lately were 2- 
fraid you had committed the Us- 
pardonable Sin, may C auſe Joy too 
among the Bleſſed Inhabitants of theſe 
Lovely Regions. 

And if you may, oh how ſhould 
This Thought encourage, melt, and 
endear, your panting, ſighing, lan- 
guilhing 
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guiſhing Heart, into intire Reſolu- 
tions of Doing 1o ! 

And indeed tell me truly, Chri- 
ſtian; Is it not infinitely better to 
Cauſc Joy in Heaven, among the 
Beatihed Spirits of the upper Lovely 
Regions, than Joy only to the Ac- 
curſed Spirits of Darkneſs * 

Methinks, to a Wile Man, it ſhould 
be infinitely more delirable and chu- 
{able to have a good Report of him 
among the Beautiful Inhabitants of 
the Upper World, than only among 
a few wicked, and miſtaken Peo- 
ple Here. 

Methinks, it ſhould be much more 
chuſable to Cauſe Joy to him you 
have Griev ad; (even the Holy Spirit 
of God,) than to Cauſe Joy to him, 
who only Reporces, in Hopes of your 
being made a Partner with him, in 
the Sorrows of Eternity. 

And it you will preſently reſolve 
to be ſo Wiſe and Happy, ( for if 
you will, you may ; and theſe Bleſſed 
Spirits deſire 1t, and look for it) as 
to Cauſe Joy among theſe Bleſſed 

and 


—— 
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and {weet, and lovely, and glorious 
Inhabitants, the Joy wi be your 
own : The Peace and Foy will be 
your own, firſt and /af# too : Yours 
here, and yours Hereafter, 

You'll find a preſent Foy and Peace 
in the Change, tar beyond whatever 
you found in the Ways of Wicked- 
neſs, and in the Paths of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. 

You'll find, upon the Change, a 
far Greater Pleaſantneſs, and Eaſe and 
Satisfaction in a Religious Courſe, 
than ever you could find in a De- 
bauch'd, an Irregular and a Prophane 
Life : Infinitely more Subſtantial,and 
laſting Tranquility and Sedatenelſs, 
and Serenity of Mind, more light- 
ſomneſs and chearfulneſs of Heart in 
the one, than ever you did in the 
other : And beſides your own Toys 
and Peace on Earth, you'll cauſe Foy 
among thoſe Kind and Good and 
Blefſed Spirits, to whom you Hope to 
be admitted ; and with whom you 
Hope to paſs away a Rapturous, and 
a pleaſurable Eternity. 


And 
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And if you may caule theſe Joys 
to your /elf and them, tell me (Dear 
Chriſtian) why will you not ? why 
ſhould not you, be earneſt to do 
ſo; Conſidering the very Comfor- 
table Hopes you have, that the B/a/- 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, has 
been none of your Sin ? 

And methinks, Chriſtian, if you 
would but rationally compare and 
weigh things, and ſee them as they 
truly are ; all the little uncafie Joys, 
and vain Delights of a Sinful Courſe 
of any ſort, ſhould appear very in- 
conſiderable, compar'd with the 
Joys, Preſent and Future, which you 
would bring to your ſelf, (as well as 
to the upper Lovely Spirits) by your 
Reformation. 

For, if there be no Peace to the 
wicked, no true Joy; and if there 
be Joy in Heaven at the Converſion 
of a Sinner, and Foy to himſelf too, 
on Earth ; Joys above, and Joys be- 
low ; ſome Joys in Hand, and ſome 
12 Reverſion; fome Preſent, and 
ſome Future; can there be a grea- 
ter 
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ter Madneſ:, than to deny your Self 
chele True Joys, for any Iniquiry 
whatever ; 1n which there can be ne1- 
ther Peace, nor Joy ; no long Peace, 
or laſting Joy ? 

Why will you any longer permit 
your Self to be thus cheated and 
abuled by the World, or the Devil, 
or your own corrupt Aﬀettions, 
that would lead you to a Sin, and 
then fain perſwade you there is more 
Peace and Joy in it, than in a Life 
of Purity and Vertue, Probity and 
Sanity, when all this is Fallſe ? 

And we are aſſured *tis Falſe, 
both from the Voice of Scripture, 
and the Information of Experience. 
There is no Peace to the Widked ; 
but the Ways of Vertue are Ways of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace : So ſays the Language of the 
Scripture. 

And the Voice of Experience, 
that ſays the ſame. No Peace ; 
Nothing but Stings and Gnawings ; 
Shame and Diſhonour ; Laſhings and 
Rendings ; Inward Frettings and 
Un- 
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Uneaſineſs ; Dilſcompoſures and Diſ- 
orders; Heart-akings and Heavineſs 
of Soul ; Fearfulneſs and Dillatisfa- 
Qtions of Mind ; Unquiet Days, and 
Reſtleſs Nights, attend a Sinful 
Courſe. 

And, for the Truth of all This, 
I dare venture to appeal to the Sin- 
ner's own Experience. 

And is This That which you like 
better than your own Inward Peace * 
Is This That which you like better, 
than you do to Cauſe Joy in Hea- 
ven (by your Converſion from Sin 
to God) and to Recover your own 
Peace and Joy again here; and to 
make way for the extatick Foys of 
Futurity ? 

Come now (Chriſtian) upon a View 
of both, take which of the two you 
pleaſe. Either the Srigs and Gnawings, 
The Shame and the Driſhonour ; The 
Laſbings and the Readings ; The In- 
ward Frettings and Uneaſineſs, The 
Deſcompoſures and Diſorders; The 
Hleart- Akings, and Heavineſs of Soul ; 
The Fearfulneſs and ht mans 
O 
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of Mind; The Unquiet Days, and 
Reſtleſs Nights, of aa Irreligious, a 
Careleſs and a Prophane Courſe : 
Or, do This : Cauſe Foy in Heaven, 
as well as Joy and Peace to your 
Self, by a Speedy Converſion from 
{ſuch an Uneatie Courſe, to the Love 
and Obedience of your Saviour, and 
the Ways of. Holineſs. 

And bleſſed be God, That the 
Choice 1s yet put to you ; and 'That 
you have not yet drawn upon your 
ſelt the Guilt of the Unpardonable 
Blaſphemy.. 

"Ts true, indeed, you may if you 
pleaſe ( Chriftian ) Call the Stings 
and Gnawings; the Shame and the 
Diſhonours; "The Feartulneſs and 
Diflatisfactions of Mind ; The Fre:- 
ting and Uneaſineſls of a Sinful 
Courſe ; ' you may Call them Toys : 
But yet, oh that the Inconjiderate 
Sinner would but try the Difte- 
rence. 

The Difference (I mean) between 
the No-Peace of a Wicked and a 
Prophane Courſe ; and the unknown 

E Peace 
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Peace and Delicacies of a Vertuous 


One. 

All the Wilelſt, and all the Belt, and 
all the Diſcreeteſt Men of the World, 
that could lee furtheit into Theſe 
Things, have done fo : and they have 
quickly been convinced of the Truth 
ot them. 

And why will not you be That 
Happy Perſon ( Chriltian )? What 
ſhould hinder you from being Wiſe 
tor your Selt, and Wile for your Eter- 
nity ! Wile for your Trueſt, and your 
Belt Intereſt ? 

Or, If you will not have me ask 
you the Queſtion, yet do This: 
Ask your felt the Queition, in your 
next Retirements, when you are 
alone, and with-drawn from the 
World. 

Why, my Soul, (ſay ) Why ſhall 
not 1. be That Happy Perſon, That 
{hall Cauſe Joy in Heaven, and Joy 
to my Selt ; Joy Above, and Joy Be- 
low; Joys Preſent, and Future Joys, 
by my ſpeedy Converſion from Sin 
t> God, from my boſom, darling 
Sin * 
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Sin? (My Sin-----) Eſpecially con- 
ſidering the Hopes we have, of being 
yet Succeſsful, it we are Speedy, Sin- 
cere, and *Perſevering. 

The Unpardonable Blaſphemy has 
been none of our Sin ; Oh come, 
then let us preſently Arife and go 
to our Father; and return Quickly 
with the Prodigal. 

And then for the little Time that 
we have yet left for Eternity, we'll 
Labour Chearfully to continue in our 
Father's Houſe, and Favour, by the 
few Rules of Probity and Sanctity, 
which our Alſcended Saviour was 
pleaſed to leave with us, when he 
went away. 

Till our ſhort Day be ended,and the 
Curtain be drawn, and we give way 
to the next Age, and we be ſecurely 
pur away to Reſt ; and then our Work 
1s over, 
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| The Second Practical Inference, or 

| } Inſtance of Application 3 from 
a the Conſideration of the Nature 
and the Meaning of the Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, 3s This : 
It brings Matter of Reproof and 
Terrour to the Careleſs and the 
Prophane Perſon that goes on 
in any known Sin ; and takes | 
no Care to Come in, and Re- 
5: turn to Goda By Repentance ; 
I and to Labour fo2 the 
| Contrary Uertue, and 
Live in if, 


I Rom what has been ſaid of the 
I; Sin again(s the Holy Ghoſt ; it 
bt appears very likely ( Chriſtian ) that 
it thou haſt not been Guilty of that U®- 
it paraonable Blaſphemy. Thou 
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Thou haft not with the Phariſees 
Blaſphem'd him, in affirming, That 
the Miracles which thy Saviour 
wrought by the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were done by the Devil ; 
Nor haſt thou made uſe of this as 
an Argument to deny him to be the 
Chrilt. 

Thou haſt not yet been Guilty of 
a Known, Malicious, and Total Falling 
off from, and Denying the Faith 
of Chriſt, and the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel. 

Thou haſt not yet. been Guilty of 
an Utter, Willful, Spiteful rejecting 
of the Faith and Doctrine of Chri- 
{tianity ; notwithſtanding that thou 
wert convincd, that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt. 

Thou can'it not Charge theſe 
Things upon thy Self; and there- 
fore there 1s Reaſon to believe thou 
haſt not committed #he Vnpardonable 
$77. 

So far, indeed, thy Caſe is Hope- 
full. 


E 2 But 
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But alas ! Perbaps all this while, 
thou liveſt in fome known, willful 
Sin : Thou continueſt impenitently 
in ſome one {ſuch Guilt ; takeſt no 
Care to get out of it, to Return to 
thy God by Repentance, and Refor- 
mation, and to obtain the Contrary 
Virtue, ana Livein it. 

It this be thy Caſe, laſt men- 
tion'd, what does it fignitie, That 
thou haſt not been Guilty of the 
Sin againit the Hyly Gho#t ? For our 
Saviour tells us, Except ye Repent, ye 
ſhall all likewiſe Periſh. 

Thou haſt not been Guilty, (very 
probably) of the Unpardonable Blaſ- 
phemy : But alas ! that other known, 
willtul Sin continu'd in, is (fo long 
as 'tis continu'd in) the Unpardona- 
ble Sin. 

And let This be Matter of Ter- 
rour and Reprooft, and juſt Cauſe 
of "trembling to the Careleſs, and 
the Impenitent, and the Habitual 
$1nner. 

puppole thou haſt not been Guilty 
of the Unpardenable Blaſphemy : Ay, 

but 
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but what if thy Lord come and find 
any other Known Iniquity ; ( thy 
darling Boſom Vice eſpectaly ) ##- 
reform'd , unrepented of, unmortify'd, 
continu'd in, by Thee” 

Can'tt thou expect then to be 
found in his Favour? 

It thou art tound out of the Co- 
wvenant of Grace, that is, continu- 
ing in ſome Known Difobedience to 
him impenitently ; thou haſt then 
Reaſon, ( ſo long as you ſo conti- 
nue ) to expect as little Mercy as 
if thou hadit commutted the Unpar- 
donable Sin, And how ſhould this 
Conlideration, drive thee to a Qurzck 
and a Perſeverins Repentance of 
that Known Sin, be it what tt 
will. 

And if, as St. Paul ſays, the For- 
bearance and Goodneſs of God ihould 
lead thee to Repentance ; How ſhould 
theſe Terronrs of the Lord, as the fame 
Apoltle calls them, perſwade "Thee 
and prevail upon Thee to ruz to 
it; and to chooſe wiſer and better : 
and to do it quickly ; Leſt thy Lord 

BE 4 come, 
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come, and find thee, (though nor a 
Blaſphemer of the Holy Gholt, yet) 
out of his Way, and his Obedience : 
Going on in ſome deliberate , habi- 
tual Sin. 

Should he Thus come and find 
Thee; come either by Death or Judg- 
ment, and fhnd thee out of his Co- 
venant of Grace, and Contign thee 
to the Sorrows of Eternity; what 
{ball it avail thee to ſay, thou haſt 
not been Guilty of the Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoit *7 

For , could That: have done any 
More, or done any worſe than This ? 
Than to exclude thee trom the Fa- 
vour of thy God ; the Lovely Man- 
ſions of the Upper World ; and Bind 
thee over to cternal Infelicities ? 

Let this therefore be a juſt Re- 
proof and Terrour to all that con- 
tinue 1n any oze Kown willful Sn: 
Though they have not been Guilty 
of the Unparaznable Blaſphemy. 

For it they will make any. other 
Falls, any other Sins, Unpardonable 
to themielves by Impenitently con- 

| tlnuing 
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tinuing in them, and going on in 
them, with open Eyes, and a 
full Conſent of the Will, it can 
avail them but little, to ſay, they 
have not committed the S/z again## 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

And let it prevail with you, 
( Chriſtian ) even you 1n particular, 
to Turn from Sin to God ; to caſt 
off your former Evils, and inſtead 
thereof, conſtantly to {ct abour all 
thoſe Chriſtian Duties, which our 
Lord was pleaſed to leave you 1n 
Charge when he went away. And 
more particularly, to Throw off that 
Iniquity of yours to which you have moſt 
indulg'd, and by which you have moſt 
frequently faln, And to labour 10 0b- 
tain the Contrary Virtue, and Live 
in it. 

For let me moſt ſeriouſly and affe- 
Ctionately ask you, as I would a ra- 
tional ExpeQter of a Bleſs'd Reſurre- 
Qtion ; You ſay, you have not been 
Guilty of the Sin and Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and 'tis like 
you have not: Well; and will you 
| (Chri- 
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(Chriſtian) make any other Known 
Sin or Fall Uzpardonable to you, by 
your impenitently going on and con- 
tinuving 1n 1t ” Is 1t nor infinite Im- 
prudence, and infinite Pity you ſhould 
delay your Return to God, one Day, 
when your Condition might be 1o 
Hopetfull ? Or, that you ſhould make 
your Sin, become the -Unvatdonen 
Sit; by your Impenitent Living 
and Dying in it; By your being 
found 1n it, at the Hour of Death, 
anJ the Reſurrection ? 

For, do but Conlider again : The 
Covenant of Grace 1s not only a 
Covenant of Faith, but of Repen- 
tance and Obedience too. And that 
*tis fo, 15 not only the plain Lan- 
oeuage of the Scripture; but even 
of Common Reaſon, that it ſhould 
be {o. | 

For, what think you, (Chriſtian) 
Can the Murtherers of Fathers, and 
the Murtherers oft Mothers, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks; Can the FProphane, 
and the Impenitent, the Atheiftical, 
and Debauch'd Perſon, expect to be 


put 
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put away to the Society of the Hum- 
Hle, Holy, Mortity'd and Devout Souls 
of all Ages !? 

Can the Unjuſt Perſon ( impeni- 
tently ſo continuing, ) expect to be 
put away to Jult ZRachews, and to 
the Spirits of Jult Men made Per- 
feet? Is it likely he ſhould be qua- 
lified to paſs away with them a plea- 
ſurable Eternity ? 

Can the Prophane Swearer, ſo Liv- 
ing and Dying, expect to have his 
Tongue tun'd in an Inſtant, to the 
different Notes of Hymns, and Hal- 
lelujahs, and Holanna's, to him that 
{ſits on the 'Throne, and the Lamb 
tor ever and ever ? 

Can the Impure Aadulterer (till the 
polluted 'Lemple of rhe Holy Ghoſt 
be cleanſed by the bitter Waters of 
Repentance) expect to be put away 
ro the Chaft and Holy Y:rgin-Mother, 
and to the Chaſt Souls of all Apes ? 
Or is it likely he ſhould otherwiſe 
be qualify'd, to paſs away with them, 
a Lovely Immortality ” 


Can 
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Can the Uncharitable, the Bitter, 
and the Implacable Perſon, ſo con- 
tinuing, expect to be put away to, 
and be qualified to ſpend a Rap- 
turous Frernity , with Charitable 
St. Stephen ? 

Can the Intemperate Perſon, The 
Drunkard and the Glutton , expect 
to be lodg'd tor ever with the A46- 


ſtemious and the Temperate? and be 


like to be fitted, to paſs away an 
Immortality with them * 

Can the Unmortified, the Conten- 
tious and the Unpeacetul, expett to 
be put away to the Prince of Pcace ; 
ro the Meek Moſes and the Meeker 
Jeſs ? 

Can the Wretched Nox-Commus- 
nicant expect the ſame Lot and Por- 
tion, with the Frequent and the 
Devout Communicant ; and be like to 
be qualihed to pals away a Rap- 
turous Eternity with them ? 

Can they who will have ſuch an 
eaſic Religion as {hall Coft them No- 
thing, expect to be put away to 
thoie Devout Worthies, who for the 
Divine 
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Divine Obedience and Love, were 
content to be Deſtitute, Afﬀiidted, 
Tormented; not accepting a Delti- 
verance, that they might obtain a 
better Reſurrection ? 

Can the Impenitent Perſon, that 
takes No Care to ſhew the Truth 
of his Repentance, by his Refor- 
mation, cxpett to be admitted to 
Penitent St. Peter ; and with him, 
to paſs away a pleaſurable Eternity ? 

Say, Chriſtian, are theſe Things 
probable, or likely, even to Com- 
mon Reaſon ; Though there were no 
{uch Thing, as Scripture, and Divine 
Revelation ? 

No, ſurely. 

Come then, take this Second Infe- 
rence home to thy Self; Enter into 
2 cloſe and ſtrict Meditation ; Shew 
it to thy Peculiar Sin, any Iniquity 
continued 16; and then See how 7zt 
Appears to Thee. 

I'll mention a Few: And among 
them, do you bring in your own; and 
{ce How that appears to You, 


You, 
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You, my Horrid Oaths and Im- 
precations, Why ſhall I venture the 
Wrath of my God, and the Loſs of 
an Immortality tor you ? Why, the 
Sin againit the Holy Gho#t could have 
done but This: Why then ſhall I 
continue in you ; which it I Impe- 
nitently do, you will do as much as 
That ? 

You, my Injuſtices ; by which I 
make no Scruple to defraud my Bro- 
ther; and when I know that 1 have 
done ſo, Refuſe to make Reſtitu- 
tion : You my Luſts and Impu- 
rities, by which 1 have defiled the 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt : You, my 
Uncharitableneſſes, my Bitterneſs and 
Implacableneſs of Spirit : You, my 
any other known Sin, whether of Q- 
miſhon or Commiſſion ; Why ſpall 1 
venture the Wrath of my God, and the 
loſs of an Immortality for you? Why, 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt conld 
heave done but This: Why then ſhall 
[ continue in you ; which if I Im- 
penitently do, you will do as mach as 
That. 

Ie? 
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Sce now in this Meditation how 
thy Peculiar, thy darling Sin and 
Vice, appears to thee, It it appear 
Amiable, and Lovely, and Safe, and 
Delirable, you may then &'en return 
to it azain, upon the next 'Tem- 
Pcation. | 

But it it appear evi/ and: bitter, 
Inhnitely Unſafe and Dangerous, pet 
Inſtantly out of it; and That what- 
ever Self-dental , or Mortification , or” 
Lo{s, or Diſadvantage, or Shame, or 
Reproach , or Care, or Diligence, or 
Watchfulne/s it colt thee, 

For what Good can it do "Thee, 
if thou {houldelt be conſignd to 
the Sorrows of Eternity, to remem- 
ber that thou did{t not Periſh by 
the Blaſphemy againit the Holy Ghoſt, 
but by fome other Sin, from which 
Thou wouldeſt not be perſwaded to 
be divorc'd. 

Come then ( Chriſtian ) Caſt off 
the darling Sin as thou wouldit a 
Coal of Fire out of thy Boſom : Let 
not a Sting {o Evil and Bitter, fo Un- 
{afe and Dangerous; ſo Treacherous 
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and Betraying, be imprudently en- 
tertain'd and cheriſh'd a Day lon- 
ger. And ſeeing the Night comes 
in which none can work, and comes 
apace , comes quickly; Remember 
This : There can be »o ſuch W:/- 
dom as to make a few Minutes or 
Days more, miniſter to the Safeties 
of a Bleſt Eternity; And there can 
be #o [ch Folly in the World as the 
venturing ſo much as Eternity, for ſo 
little as the ſmall Pleaſures or Advan- 
tapes of Sin for a Seaſon. 
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The third Praftical Inference from 
the Conſideration of the Nature 
and Meaning of the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. It Brings Mat- 
ter of Comfort to all Sincerely | 
Hamble, Holy, Dewvout and Obe- 
dient Perſons, to Encourage 

them to Perſewere and go on, a 

Little longer, with a boly Toy, 


and with a Religious Peace. 


Ear Chriſtian, The Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Gho#, was a 
Sin which you have ſometime been 
afraid you had committed ; You knew 
not what it was ; and therefore could 
not tell, but that you might ſometime 
or other have been guilty of it. 
And This (perhaps) has fill'd you 
full of Doubts, and Fears, and Trem- 
F bliags ; 
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blings ; and has check'd and hindred 
you trom going on cheartully in your 
Chriſtian Courſe : or at leaſt has made 
you go on heavily in it, without 
Comfort, and Holy and Vigorous Re- 
ſolutions. 

But now let the Sincerely Obedi- 
ent Perſon, and the devout Lover of 
Jelus, be Comtorted : For ſceing there 
1s lo very great Likes, nay, ſo great 
a Certainty that he has not been 
Guilty of this Sin; what infinite In- 
couragement has he to go on Chear- 
fully in the Faith, and Love, and Obe- 
aience of his Maſter? Andin the ſin- 
cere Performance of all Known Du- 
ties to God and Man : To be ſteadfaſt 
ana unmoveable , always abounding in 
the Work of the Lora, for as much as 
he knows, that his Labour is not in vain 
in the Lord, x Cor, 13. 

Had your labour been like to have 
been 1n vain ; (by your having com- 
mitted This Sia) you would have 
had but little encouragement, to have 
endeavoured to lay up any Treaſure 
in Heaven. 

Hao 


__— —_—— 


Had it been like to have been in 
vain, you could have had no Encou- 
ragement to take any Care of your 
Soul tor the ſhort Remaining part 
of your Life. With how little Com- 
fort could you have gone on, in 
any of your Holy Purpoſes of an 
Early, Chearful, Sincere, Univerſal 
and Coxſtant Obcdicnce to your Sa- 
Viour ; in bearing his Fafic Yoke and 
Light Burden, till your Day were 
ended, and your Race over ? 

Had it been like to have been 
in vain ; with how little Confola- 
tion and Encouragement could you 
have been Content to bear any 
Thing, Do any Thing, Sutter any 
Thing, Lay up any Thing, for a 
joyful Reſurrection ; for your ſafe 
Landing to a Lovely Eternity, and 
for the Divine Favour ; which had 
been unattainable ? 

For, who would take any Pains 


or Cares; Uſe any Diligence, or | 


Watchfulneſs; Deny himſelf any 
Thing ; Bear any part of the Crols ; 


Reſiſt any Temptations; Bear any 
v2 Re- 
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Reproaches; Loſe any Advantages ; 
where all were like to be unſucceſs- 
ful, and to no Purpole * 

Perhaps Chriſtian, as I ſaid, This 
has been your Caſe: You have had 
theſe Doubts and Fears, becauſe you 


were not ſure but you might have 


committed this Blaſphemy : And tho' 
you have always Feared toe offend 
ycur great Maſter; Deſired to pleaſe 
lim; Kept cloſe to him in the 
Faith and Love and Obedience of 
the Goſpel; (and where you have 
failed of Perfection, and have faln a 
Little, have quickly return'd to him 
by Repentance and Reformation , 
and a new and better Obedience) 
yet all this while, perhaps, you have 
been afraid that all this has been in 
vain; Fearing leſt you might have 
been Guilty of the Uxnpardonable 
91. 

But now conſider (dear Chriſtian) 
once more; can you chooſe but go 
on with Comfort and Encourage- 
ment', in all that's Holy, J«# and 
Good? Seeing your Labour is ſo far 
from 
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from being like to be in vain ; and 
this has been none of your Sin. 
Can you now find it in your Heart 
to Jay down any part of the eaſje 
Yoke and Light Burden of your 
Deareſt Lord ; who ſaid, If ye Love 
me, Bear it ? 

Is it not an infinite Encourage- 
ment, to your Alms and Devotions ; 
your Selt-denial and Mortifcation ; 
your frequent Communicatings, and 
Penitential Offices ; All that you car 
do, and all that you can ſuffer tor 
the Faith and Love and Obedience 
of the Holy Jelus; that you are ſa- 
tisfhed, that 1t you go on, and hold 
out but a Little longer, none of 
them will be in vain? 

Oh ! who would give out, and 
Fall back from any known Duty, 
or Shrink from the Yoke of Jeſus, 
whatever it coſt him to bear it a 
Little longer , when he has ſuch an 
Aſſurance of his Freedom from the 
Guilt of this Unpardonable Sin ; and 
that if he do but perſevere a little, all 


will be well with him to Eternity ? 
| F 3 And. 
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And, Say Chriitian ; ( whatever 
others intend to do) are not you he, 
that are Infinite willing all Things 
ſhould be well with you to Eter- 
nity ! 

Are not you he, ( let others do 
what they pleaſe) that are infinitely 
willing to fill one of the vacant 
Seats of the faln Angels; And, 
when the Crowns and Palms of 
Eternity come to be diſpoſed of, 
to have one of them beſtown upon 
90u, even you in Particulir, for all 
Futurity. 

Are not you he, That are inhi- 
nitely Willing to be ina Little Time 
plac'd above the Reach of Hopes 
and Fears ; Sin and Miſery ; Enemies 
and Temptations ; Doubts and Scru- 
ples; Poverty and Want ; Sickneſs 
and Death; and every Thing that 
we call uneaſtc here! And in that 
State to pals away a Pleaſurable 
Eternity, a Rapturous Eternity, with 
the Beatify'd Spirits of an Upper, 
New, a Better, and a Lovely World ? 
Yes, you are ; I Know you are. 

Well 
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Well then, Seeing 'tis ſo likely 
that your Short Labour will not bs 
unſucceſstul and in vain; and that 
you have not derived upon your 
felt the Umnpardonable Blaſphemy ; 
what {ſhould now hinder you from 
Perſevering chearfully, and refolvedly 
a Little longer, till all be. fimiſh'd, 
and over, and ended, in a Holy Lite, 
and a Happy Death ? 

The Juſt Man will not find it 
to have been 1n vain, that he has 
been ſo, when he finds hunſelt ad- 
mitted to Juſt Rachens, and to the 
Spirits of Juſt Men made Perfect ; and 
thall be conlſiga'd to paſs away with 
them, a Loveiy Immortality. 

The Charztable and the Forgiving 
Perſon will not find it to have been 
in vain, that he has been ſo, tor one 
ſhort Life, when he finds himſelt 
admitted to charitable St, Stephen, and 
ſhall be ſentenced to paſs away with 
him a joyous Perpetuity. 

The Meek and Peaceful Perion will 
not find it ro have been 1n vain, that 
he has been ſo, for one ſhort Lite, 

F 4 when 
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when he finds himſelf admitted to the 
Meek Moſes, and the Meeker Jeſus, 
the Prince of Peace ; and ſhall be ſe- 
cur'd to paſs away with them, a 
Pleaſurable Eternity. 

The Pure and the Chaſt Soul, will 
not find it to have been in vain, 
that he has been ſo, for the ſhort 
Hour of this Life, when he finds 
himſelf admitted to Chaſ# Joſeph, 
to the Chaſt and Holy Virgin: Mother, 
and the Prince of all chaſt Souls, the 
holy Jeſus ; and ſhall be conſign'd to 
paſs away with them , a rapturous 
Immortality. 

The Devout and Faithful Pexzitent 
will not find it to have been 1n vain 
that he has been ſuch, for one ſhort 
Life here, when he finds himſelf Ad- 
mitted to Penttent St. Peter, and ſhall 
be Sentenc'd to be with him, for ever ; 
And with him to Sing Hallelujahs to 
him that Sits on the "Throne, id the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. 
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The CLOSE. 
Two Things neceſſary to the Hol- 


ding out in a Chriſtian Courſe ; 
which you ( Chriſtian Reader ) 
that are now aſſured you have 
not committed the Vnpardona- 
ble Sin, ſhould by all Means 
Preſently reſolve upon : which 
if you did, you would be wery 
dafe and Happy. 


N D now, why will not you, 
Chriſtian, above all Things, 
labour to be one of theſe Happy 
Perſons? Eſpecially ſeeing there is ſo 
great a Probability, that your Labour 
will not. be 1n vain. 


Come 
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Come then (Dear Chriſtian) when- 
ever a Sin, or a Strong Temptation 
ſhall preſent it ſelf to you, for the 
Future, ( ſeeing you have not yet 
been guilty of the Blaſphemy ag ainit 
the Holy Gho#t :) Or whenever you 
ſhall find your ſelf tempted, and 
willing to omit a neceſlary Duty ; 
Do theſe two Things. 


1. Whenever a Sin ſhall preſent it 
ſelf; Reſolve never to venture [0 
mnch for fo Little : Seeing your 


Condition is yet ſo Hopeful. 


2. Whenever jou are tempted to 
omit a Duty, becauſe "twill coſt 
90H ſomething ; \ Reſolve 10 VER- 
ture ſomething here, that you 
may win ſomething in the other 


World. 


Bleſſed Jeſu ! Fix theſe two Things 
upon the Hearts, the Aﬀettions, and 


the Reſolutions, of every one that ſays 
be Loves T hee. 
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Firſt, Whenever a Sin ſhall pre- 
{ent it elf, Reſolve never to venture 
ſo much for ſo Little. 

Never to venture the Loſs of the 
Favour of God ; The ſweet 1llapſes 
of his Love; The Religious Joys, 
and the Unknown Peace of a Good 

Conſcicace; The Sweets and Delica- 
cies of a Devout Lite; All your 
Future Hopes and Expettations be- 
yond the Grave ; All theſe Things 
which ſo many Wiſe Mea have liv'd 
and dy'd for; never to venture all 
This for the vain Delights, or the 
vain Advantages of Sin, for a Seaſon. 

But beat off the Temptation by 
Conſidering that you venture al! This, 
and more than T his, by a Compliance. 
And if you would be but content to 
hold out againſt it, a little ; *tis not 
long till your Day would be over ; 
and your Combat would be ended, 
and you would be put away to the 
Joys of Peace and Victory. 

That's the Firſt of the tewo Things, 
which I would leave upon the Aﬀe- 
Qions of him that lays he Loves; 
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till he expires into the Element of 
Love; and be ordered there to Live 
and Love and Reign tor ever. 


Secondly, The other Thing, that 
would now incline and help you to 
hold out a Little longer, in a Lite of 
Faith,and Love, and Sanctity,is This : 
Whenever you are Tempted to Omit a 
Duty, becauſe *twill coſt you ſomething ; 
Then reſolve to venture ſomething here, 
that you may win ſomething in the other 


World. 


Come (my Soul) ſay with a gene- 
rous and a Chriſtian Reſolution, and 
with an Heroick Bravery of Mind, 
Let others do what they Pleaſe, I am 
re{olv'd to venture ſome Parns, and 
Cares, and Difficulties and Self- denials ; 
And ſome Watchfulneſs and Diligence, 
{ome Lebours and Mortifications, ſome 
Scorns and Reproaches, lome Loſſes and 
D:{advantages, (now, ſeeing my Con- 
dition 1s ſo Hopeful) for theſe Hopes 
and Expectations of Futurity, which 
lo many Wiſe, and Good Men have 
iv'd, and dy'd for. Tell 
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Tell him whom thy Soul Loves, 
That you think it all Reaſon 1n the 
World, That "That which coſt him an 
Agony, and a Bloody Sweat, Wounds 
and Stripes, and a Crucifixion and 
Death it ſelf ; ſhould coſt you one 
ſhort Life of Probity and SanQtity ; 
Purity and Devotion ; Faith and Re- 
pentance ; Zeal and Love ; anda great 
Obedience. 

Look up to him, in a Holy Medi- 
tation, and tell him with a Humble 
Love, That you think, the Rewards 
of Heaven are ſo Great and Glorious : 
and his Yoke ſo Eaſie, His Burden fo 
Light, and withall, will be ſo ſhort 
too, that you think it a great Shame, 
to expeQ 1{o great Glories, at a lower 
and a cheaper Rate than a holy Life. 

Tell him Aﬀectionately and Hum- 
bly too, That if a Life Eternal be not 
worth this, 'tis worth Nothing. 


SECT. 
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Three Aſpirations ; Or Emotions 
of the Soul, that being joyfully 
Apprehenſive it has not com- 
mitted this Sin, is deſirous 
benceforward to P leaſe God in 


a Life of Faithful Obedience 


and Penitential Lowe. 


SDN AaTinN.T 


O Thou, whom my Soul Loves ! 


Hat {ſhould I have done, if 

thy Mercies had not been 
Infinite? And what ſhould I do, if 
my Saviour's Merits were not Infi- 
nite? What ſhould I do, if thou 
did{t not pity and Love poor Peni- 
tents; And it you were not Gracious 
and Mercitul, {low to Anger, and of 
Great Kindnels. 


() 
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O my Love, What ſhould I do, 
if my Mediator, my Advocate, my 
Interceſſor, were not, (in a merci- 
tul Senlc ) thy Self and Me ? Par- 
taker, I mean, both of "Thy Nature, 
and my Nature; God and Man ? 
What {ſhould I have done, had He 
not been Low as I ; Poor asI; Weak 
as I 1n all Things, (Sin excepted Y 
and tempted as I ; and yet cqual all 
this while to thee, in his Divinity 
and Viajeſty, and Power, and Glory, 

:nd Holineſs. 


Dread (yet Dear) Father : Thou 
art Goa, and I am Max : For his 
{ake who 1s God and Max united in 
one Perſon, Let not me, a May, be 
ſeparated from Thee., my God, by 
any Thing | have Thoneht, or Spoken, 
or Dozxe; or by any Thing which 1 
{ſhall ever Speak, . or Think, or Do, 
in my whole Paſſage through the 
World. 

I am griev'd that 1 have ever 
done any Thing ro unfit me for thy 
Love : 1 am Griev'd that I have 
ever done any Thing, to diſpleaſe a 


Tenaer 
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Tender Father : Griev'd IT am, that T 
have done any one Thing contrary 
to his Commands , who Pd, If ye 
Love me Keep them: And I am prie- 
ved that 1 have grieved the Holy 
Spirit of God, by whom I was ſealed 
to the Day of Redemption: And as 
I am griev'd that T have ever Un- 
kindly and Ungratefully affronted 
him whom my Soul Loves : So, I 
grieve, becauſe I Love. 

I could Wilh to Die before I ever 
Knowingly, and Willingly, and Deli- 
berately, with open Eyes and a full 
Conſent of my Will, do ſo any More, 
till T come up to thee. Particularly, 

as to what I am molt 
, Here jou ma) mer- atraid of [The Sin of 
you re Tempred, —==*==**=] Let Nothing, 

(O my Love) Let 
Nothing that is Paſt ; Let Nothing 
that ſball ever befall me in it, Divorce 
and Separate me from his Favour, 
and his Love, whom my Soul Loves : 
and to whom, I yet Hope to Sing 
Hymns and Hallelujahs, among them 
that Love, in the Regions of Hol:- 


neſs 
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weſs, and Peace, and Love for all Apes. 
Dread Majeſty and Deareſt Lord; I 
bow the Head, and beg I may be 
titted to be called by thee, 


Thy Aﬀettionate Glovifier, 
Lover and Obeyer, 


ASPIRATION Il. 


O Thou whom my Soul Loves ! 


Deſire Nothing 1n this World, 

with any great Paſſion, but to 
be Loved by him whom my Soul 
Loves: But if my Sins and Diſobe- 
diences have leſſened, or abated thy 
Love to me ; O Give me above all 
Things, a Repentance, True enough, 
and Acceptable enough to reſtare me 
intirely to thy Love ; and a Refor- 
mation great enough, ſincere enough, 
and acceptable enough to keep me 
1a that Love, till I change Worlds, 
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O my 1.ove, wake me Holy enough, 
Juiſt enough, Chalt enough, Tem- 
perate enough , Charitable enough, 
Devout enough, Penitent enough, 
Univerſally Obedient enough, to fit 
me to be Lov'd by thee. 

Make me but to Love Thee enough, 
ro fit me to be Lov d by thee, and I ask 
no more. 

Should'ſt thou tender me an earthly 
Crawn, molt willingly would I reiule 
It, in exctiange tor This favour, v2. 
That thou wouldeſt but make me to 
Love Thee enough to be fit to be 
Lov'd by Thee. 

O Thou whom my Soul Loves; I 
would refuſe 'Ten thouſand Kingdoins 
and Ten thouſand Worlds, were they 
tendred to me, to take my Choice ; 
whether to have theſe, or to have the 
Favour to be made fit to be lov'd by 
Thee; To Love Thee enough to be 
fitted to be Loved by Thee,eternally. 

Lord, I Fear, and Tremble, and 
Sorrow ; My Heart is broken enough 
even to wiih my Self intirely anniht- 
tated , when I think that ſome ſad 
Receſſions 
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Recefſions from my Love and my 
Obedience, may have cauſed Great Di- 
minutions of thy Love to me, 

Burt becauſe a Reſtitution to thy 
Favour is not Impoſlible; and I 
fhiad ſome Inſtances of the Conti- 
nuance of thy Love, 1in great Mea- 
ſures, to me; O be pleaſed to fit 
me to be reſtored to it, as intirely 
as ever : And not only fo, but (O 
my Love) fit me by Repentance, 
Love and Obedience, or by ſfome- 
thing or other of doimg or ſuffering 
for thee, to be lov'd by Thee, be- 
yond what I have ever yet been; 
And keep me, O Keep me 1 it, 
till I come up to thy Seraphick 
Lovers. 

O my Lord, ſome of them ſinn'd 
againſt Thee, and fell ſadly too; 
but they Lov'd much, and they had 
much forgiven : And I alſo wid 
Love much, becauſe I have much 
to be forgiven. 

O my Love, thou knoweit how 
much I Love, and how much LI 
Grieve, becauſe I Love no more. 

G 2 Oh! 
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Oh ! let me but Grieve enough, or 
Love enough to be forgiven, and to 
be placed intirely in thy Love, and 
I would part with as many King- 
doms, Lives, and Worlds, as Arith- 
metick could Number. 

Oh Grant me to be. call'd in Hea- 
ven (Pardon this Ambition, deareſt 


Lord) and to be made by Thee fit to 
be call'd There, 


Dreaa Majeſty, 
Thy Faithful Lover, 
Glorifier and Obeyer. 


wy e— 
— —_ 


ASPIRATION III. 


O Thou whom my Soul Loves ! 


Ow eaſe is it for Thee, to Pity 
| where the Temptation 1s very 
Violent and Surprizing, thy Servant 
weak, and yet {orrowful and grieved 
for having faln. And then, Lord, 
how cake is it for Thee to Love 
where thou Pardoneſt ; and how 
eal1e 
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eaſie is it tor Thee to give the full 
Meaſure of Grace where thou Lovelt ; 
and How ealie is it for Thee to Glo- 
rife, where thou givelt Grace, 

Lord, I have faln by a Violent 
Temptation, ang am infinitely griev'd 
tor having talna : O pity, I befeech 
Thee, and Pardon ; and give More 
Grace to thy griev 7g Lover, N. N. 
Pity me, that am troubled , that T 
have done, or ſpoken, or Thought any 
Thing Contrary to thy Love, and thy 
Obedience. If Omnipotence can pity 
Loving Duft ; If the God of Love 
can piry a Worm that Loves, and that 
Grieves for not Loving more; Grieves 
for not having Obey'd more, and 
Grieves for not Fr a th more ; then 
I am ſure zwy Love can pity me. 

O my Love, let the ſame Love par- 
don me, that pities me; And when 
I am Pardon'd, Oh | Let me have 
Grace and Strength to ſtand , moſt 
Acceptably : When I have Grace 
to ſtand, I ſhall be Loved ; and when 
I am Loved, I am {ure I ſhall be 
Glorihed. 

But 
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But, O Pardon every one of my 
Unfitneſſes for thy Pity and thy Par- 
don ; Every one of my Uakitnefles 

for thy Grace, thy Love, 

* Here youmey thy Glory ; [ Eſpecially, 
ticater. 0" * that of----- ] and then 
for Love's-Sake, let me 


be calld in Heaven. 


Dread Majeſt P of Heaven and Earth, 
if 


Thy faithful, affettionate, devout, 
Glortfer, Lover and Obeyer. 


*AXQ& 5 Outs, dx(& iopy@, dx& aralt. 
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HE General Hiſtory of the Reforma=« 

tion,of the Church : Written in Latin 

by John Sletdan : Faithfully Engliſhed. To 

which is added, a Continuation to the End 

of the Council of Trent. By E. Bohun, Eſq; 
in Folio 

Two Uſeful Caſes Reſolved : 1. Whe- 
ther a State of Salvation be attainable. 
2. What is the Rule by which this cer- 
tainty is to be attained. In 4®. 

Pia Deſiaeria : Or, Divine Addreſſes : In 
Three Books. 1. Sighs of the Penitent 
Soul. 2. Deſires of the Religious Soul. 
3. Ecſtacies of the Enamo'red Soul. 11ln- 
{trated with Forty Seven Copper-Plates. 
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waker. M.A. 89. 
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kable Matters in that Great and Famous 
City. Tranſlated out of French. To which 
is added, a Map of Paris. 

The Art of Catechil ing ; Or, The Com- 
pleat Catechiſt; In four Parts. 1. The 
Church-Catechiſm Reſolved into Eaſie 
Queſtions. 2. An Expoſition of it, in a Con- 
tinned, Full, and Plain Diſcourſe. 3. The 
Chorch- Catechiſm Reſolved into Scripture 
Proofs. 4. The Whole Duty of Man, 
Reduced into Queſtions. Fitted for the 
Meaneft Capacities, The Weakeſt Memo- 
ries, the Plaineſt Teachers, and the moſt 
Un-inſtrufted Learners. 

A Diſcourſe Proving from Scripture and 
Reaſon, That the Lite of Man is not li- 
mited, 'by any Abſointe Decree of God. 
By the Author of the Duty of Man, &c. 

Letters of Religion and Virtue, to ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen and Ladies. To excite Piety 
and Devotion. With ſome Short RefleQtions 
on Divers Subjects. 

Country-Converſations : Being an Ac- 
count of ſome Diſcourſes that Happen'd in 
a Viſit to the Country, Laſt Summer, on 
divers Subjects; Chiefly, of the Modern 
Comedies, of Drinking, of Tranſlated 
Verſe, of Painting and Painters, of Pocts 
and Poetry. 


